





THE 


BLACK DWARE 
@ London CHecklp jpudlication, 


EDITED, PRINTED, AND PUBLISHED, BY T. J. WOOLER 
76, FLEET STREET; 
Where Communications (post paid) are requested to be addressed. 





GDP OI PPP PPG LD EOP PPPDPD PL PD OD PPPODPOODP LD OOPLPLEO DDL CECLPEVEOLOCLOLLOD PPE OL 


No. 25, Vol. VIL. WEDNESDAY, DEC. 19, 1821. { Price 6d 


PP PPD EPID DP LEL OP LD OP PPP PODPOLDOPP LEP DOGO OLLOI CECE PELE DDL OELEPLOELDSD 


Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Porr. 


—00000— 


TRIUMPH OF THE LAW 
OVER 


THE BRIDGE STREET GANG; 


With some Remarks on its lucky escape from the dis- 
cretion of the Court, in contrast with the Decision 
in the case of the Editor. 


We have this week to call the attention of our readers, 
to as strong an instance as could be given that the laws 
of England are no longer the patrimony of ALL English- 
men ;—and that they have lost the only value they ever 
possessed, that of being impartially applied in all cases, 
in the same mode. Speaking of our Statute-book, asa 
code, itis a mass of heterogeneous absurdity. Good 
principles and ridiculous modes of carrying them into 
effect ;—and sheer nonsense enacted with all the gravity 
of mock legislation, are hustled t. gether in chaotic 
confusion. There are certainly some “ good old laws,” 
but they are mingled, like Gratiano’s eloquence, “ two 
*¢ orains of wheat to two bushels of chaff,” in which the 
search for the grain, if successful, is not half repaid for 
the trouble. The ‘ bad old laws,” and the “ bad new 
‘¢ Jaws,” are in such “ standing majorities,” that it would 
be as wise to expect to outvote a ministerial measure, as 


to obtain any protection against the evils of law, by the 
Vou. VII. No. 25. 
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contingency of justice. Like our boasted constitution, 
of which every man can frame a pleasing theory for him- 
self, our laws when attempted to be claimed as a pro- 
tection against the ministry, prove utterly different in 
practical appheation, to what they had seemed in acloset 
contemplation. Like dress swords, they are very pretty 
for ornamental wearing ;—but for use, Gold help us! a 
crab-stick would be: worth ten thousand of the latter ;— 
aud one plain precept, couched in three words, would be 
worth three hundred of the former. With this preamble, 
we are yet about to praise the law—and what is still 
more strange, to. praise its administration, to a series of 
political persecutions. Notwithstanding we are rendered 
aliens in our native land, and released from all but vo- 
‘uatary ailegiance to the state, by the denial of that jus- 
lice Lo which the laws of our eountry entitled us—and 
by the infliction of mjustice in its stead,—yet we can re- 
joice in the good derived by others from a source which 
filled our cup with evil, amounting probably in its ulti- 
mate effects to absolute ruin. But, while we so rejoice at 
the deliverance of our fellow-citizens from the escape of 
the ministerial ——-— of the Bridge Street Gang, we 
must put that escape in full contrast with our condem- 
nation, and call upon the Court of King’s Bench, in a 
tone which it cannot disregard, to answer; it has afforded 
them the protection of the law against probable injus- 
tice; When. it refused us that protection which evident 
and iliegul injury induced us te claim at its hands ? 
Their persecutions have been stayed, upon a tythe of the 
illegality, under which ours were completed ; and we 
demand of the Court to reconcile, either with law or 
reason, its decision to.our injury, with its recent decision 
in. their favour. They urged, indeed, the very SAME 
POINT of law, with respect to the partiality and pro- 
bable prejudice of the agents of their prosecution, 
that were urged in our case:—but while they had 
ane point, we had several—while probability of 
injury. was what they fitly urged with success, we shewed 
theactual violation of the law, and positive partiality 
of the agents, io no purpose. Whence this difference 2 
Have we taught the Court of King’s Bench, the para- 
mount authority of the law over its discretion, by our 
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recent examination of our exposure of the bare-faced 
delusion of the report of its judgment against us? Have 
we called its attention to the danger of substituting its 
discretion for the laws of the land? Wave we rendered. 
it cautious of usurping the powers of a court of equity, 
to which it. has no legal pretensions? If we have done 
this, we shall not have suffered in vain; but we are not 
yet satisfied. The attention of the legislature must be 
called to the subject. The laws must be zmperative. A 
bad.law may be disarmed of its terrors, if it be clearly 
understcod ; but the best are useless, if they are sub 
jected to the discretionary interpretation of men who 
may be interested ; and we would most forcibly impress 
upon the minds of all our readers, that every man ele- 
vated by the present administration ast be prejudiced 
in favour of their measures, whatever measures the 
system to which he owes his emoluments may seem to 
require. There is no such thing as pure independence 
to be expected from the disciples of any party. Ask 
Mr. Solicitor General Copley what he éhenks now of his 
former political opinions. If he dareanswer, he will say, 
** just the same as he ever did.”’ But will he venture to 
utter them? It would cost him six or seven thousand 
a-year; und he has not learnt to value principles at so 
high a price. 

We must now compare the proceedings we approve 
of, and contrast them with the proceedings which have 
cunsigned us to dungeons, and torn us from our usual 
walks in society. 

Mr. Aldermar Garratt, was a subscriber to the Bridge- 
street Gang ; and, of course, as far as his money could 
make him, a member of that delectable horde. When 
he was put forward as a candidate for the office of She- 
riff, it occurred to him, that it was not decorous ina 
public officer to be a member of such a Gang of party 
persecutors. The same thought might have suggested 
itself to him as an Alderman. But his aldermanship 
was secure ; and if his shrievalty had been equally safe, 
without abandoning his connection with the horde of 
Sharpes and Murrays, it is probable a man who had not 
a sufficient sense of public decency to restrain him from 
ferwarding the views of sucha host of false pretenders, 
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would not have withdrawn himself from company of bis 
own seeking. When, however, publicly challenged with 
his disgraceful alliance with hypocrisy and _ political 
fraud, he said “he was no longer a member, he had 
‘¢ withdrawn his name,” which, however, still held its 
post as Alderman Garratt, in their list of simpletons, 
dupes and deluders. The money was left; and this, by 
some of the managers, was doubtless thought the bes¢ 
part of the Alderman. An attempt was made to purify 
the special jury list from any possible contamination by 
this society ; but the partiality and favour which this 
class of people possess with our law authorities, ren- 
dered this a matter of some difficulty. The probability 
of some of its agents dabbling in the ‘‘ guinea trade,” as 
the special-jury profession is not inaptly called, that the 
Court, after deliberately pronouncing that “ Special 
© Jurymen could neither be questioned, nor challenged 
“for any cause,” made abargain that Mr. Murray should 
allow them to be questioned, rather than put a stop to 
the prosecutions of the Gang. 

This questioning, however, was a useless grant; 
though it serves to shew that the court can dispense 
with the Zaz, which itself pronounees. <A fellow who 
would send his guinea to the Gang, under the shelter of 
A, or B, or any other letter of the alphabet, would be 
likely enough to deny that he had ever done an act of 
which he was ashamed :—but of which he might by no 
means repent. The parties, therefore, took another 
course. There are cases of which even special jurymen 
are ashamed; and they reconcile matters to themselves 
by not attending. It is very rare that a full jury of 
specials is obtained near the Metropolis. Political trials 
generally pay very badly. They take up as much time 
in the earning of one guinea, as in the dispatch of com- 
mercial cases would bring them fen. It was probable, 
therefore, a tales would be prayed, and the jury com- 
pleted with ordinary jurors. Now Alderman Garratt, 
as Sheriff, isthe nominal summoner, of ordinary jury- 
men, We say the nominal ; for, in fact, he has nothing 
to do with it. The secondary, in the city uf London, 
and the Under Sheriff of Middlesex, by virtue of a bad 
custom, have grown far above any legal control, do all 
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these matters in the Sheriff's name; and if the Sheriff 
were to interfere, these officers would soon tell him they 
were Ais masters. The question, they know, could not 
be settled, during his year of office ; and as proceedings 
must every year be renewed, if every Sheriff would as- 
sert his rights, it is clear that the usurpation can only be 
reached by the legislative power;—and_ it is probably 
equally clear, that vatil the legislature be reformed itself, 
it will not commence any reform elsewhere. Wehave 
pointed out this abuse, to shew how strangely the result 
of quashing these persecutions, upon the probadility 
that injury to the defendants would ensue, is cuntrasted 
with the resolute support of absolute injury, and pest- 
tive illegality, in the proceedings which have béem-taken 
to our disadvantage. The ground taken by Mr. Scarlett, 
was, that the Sheriff, this Mr. Alderman Garratt, as a 
member of the society, was a “prosecutor of the indtct~ 
ment!” and therefore could not return a jury to try the 
indictment of which he was a prosecutor; and as the 
legal returner of the common juries, a tales could not be 
prayed. This is good and sufficient ground of objection ; 
because the administration of justice ought not to be lia- 
ble to a suspicion of impurity. But how much 
stronger was our argument, and the facts, against the 
master of the Crown Office? The ministry sent down 
orders to the Birmingham magistrates, to commence a 
prosecution against us, when those magistrates had never 
apprehended we had been guilty of any offence. The 
master of the Crown Office is the servant of the minis- 
try. low he holds his situation as coroner. we know 
not exactly. Hesays it isa freehold; but the court 
said the office was held during good behaviour. Pro- 
bably he thinks the good opinion the court 2¢2//entertain 
of his good behaviour,is equivalent te the possession in fee- 
simple. But be this as it may, he holds another situa- 
tion in the Colonial office, inwhich he was the regular- 
ly engaged servant of the prosecutors in our case ,- and 
as a courtier, and placeman, he had every. bias to serve 
his mastersin every possibleway. He did not aceidentally 
nominate by mere chance, a number of jurymen, out of 
whoma few might be called,also by chance,tocompleteano- 
ther jury ; but he made up, picked, and selected the whole 














858 THE BLACK DWARP. 


jury; which was further protected by the declaratron— 
that no objection whatever should be taken to any one of 
them, for any possible disqualification. Mr. Ald. Gar- 
ratt might have pleaded, that the returns were not made 
by him—that a regular course of change was adopted, 
ahrough all the hundreds of the county—and that who-~ 
ever had been Sheriff, the Jury had been the same.— 
This would have been no legal reply, but it would have 
afforded the Court a much better ground for telling the 
applicants, as it told us, “ that it was an immaterial ob- 
“tiection”—that “‘ it would occasion a great deal of in- 

‘convenience to listen to such objections”—and that 
“‘the defendants could experience no injury on that ac- 
“count.” Fortunately, however, in the present case, 
the Law was allowed to be émperative—and the defend- 
ants succeeded. That we have contributed to this result, 
as some satisfaction. It is really a whimsical affair to see 
how easily law is made, and unmade, by the “‘ Courés,” 
ms occasion may serve. Six months ago the Court said, 
“ it is an ESTABLISHED RULE, as to proceedings of this 
‘“¢ kind, that no challenge, either to the array or to the 
* polls, can be taken, untila full Jury shall have ap- 
** peared ; and if twelve in the original pannel do not 
“* appear, a tales must be prayed, and the appearance of 
“*-twelve obtained before any challenge be made.” This 
was declared, asa preliminary for stating that we had 
no right to complain, because we omitted the proper 
time for making our challenge ; when the fact was, that 
we had waited until a tales was prayed, and until a full 
Jury appeared ;—and it was a falsification of our case, 
to represent us as having failed in this point. But what 
isthe law at present. When the tales was about to be 
prayed, Mr. Scarlett made his objection to the Sheriff. 
Mr. Gurney then said Mr. Scarlett ought to challenge 
the array ;—to which Mr. Scarlett replied, “ he was 
“* about todo so.” And the Lord Chief Justice, who 
had deliberately said, so very recently, no challenge could 
be made until a ful/ Jury appeared, permitted his esta- 
blished rule to be violated, and the array to be chal- 
Jenged, without any objection whatever. This we con- © 
sider to be another admission of the superiority of the 
Jaw ; for it is evident, that what ought to be done for 








our appeal in vain. Wigs, and gowns, and robes va- 
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the. security of the administration of justice, may be ] 
legally done at any period, when it is requisite te pre- | 
vent injustice. To this triumph of the law, also, we may , 
imagine we have largely contributed ; and it consales us 
more than would the restoration of a theusand legitimate 
princes to deservedly-forfeited thrones. When this chal- 
lenge was admitted, the Lord Chief Justice suid, “the | 
next thing, then, 2s the appointment of triers !?~ | 
Good again. Another recognition of faw, in @ case 1 
Where we found it had lost its authority. But why were | 
WE REFUSED TRIERS ov this very ground? Why was 
our challenge on this very ground, REFUSED ? And why 
did the Court of King’s Bench support the Chief Baron 
of the Exchequer, in his refusal to.comply with the pre- 
eepts of imperative law ?—which the Lord Chief Jus- 
tice allows to take its course, without oppositiou, -and 
without any exception? The parties were different— 
but the cases were the same—a similar point of law was 
at issue ; and it ought to have been decided in the-same 
manner! We could assign a reason, it is true, for such 
conduct; but we should be more sorry for those whom it 
could infiuence, than ourselves, if it did exist. On this 
subject, it is our consolation to know, that we shall meet 
our opponents on eguad terms, before a tribunal te 
which “ all hearts are open, all secrets are known ;” and 
there we shall fearlessly demand of them, or against 
them, that justice which they have denied us here. To 
the throne of the God of Freedom we shall not prefer 




























nish in the transit to that boura from which no traveller | 
returns :—and when we meet upon the shores of eternity, \ 
we shall fear neither the “‘ contumely of office,’ nor the | 
heavy hand of arbitrary authority. Instead of no chaHenge 
being allowed to Mr. Dolby, until a “ full jury” had 
appeared, Two of the only three special jurors who trad 
obeyed the summons, were appointed triers, to deter - 
mine the question. ‘The law is well enough understood , 
now, though we could not make the Lord Chief Baron 
comprehend it upon our trial. All he Aad to do, was to 
proceed with the trial. It was impossible to make him 
comprehend that he was to Jisten to any thing else.- The 
Lord Chief Justice, we are glad to see, knows better, 
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It would be too great a degree of presumption, to assume 
that we have daught him any thing about the matter, 
though we have taken a great deal of pains, to teach 
him, that we wnderstand it! 

The next point bears upon our case, and is extremely 
curious. An attempt was made to produce Alderman 
Garratt, as a witness, to shew that he was perfectly dis- 
interested, and that he was not a member of the 
“© Gang,” when the Jury was returned! It was an odd 
sort of evidence to tender in his behalf :—~but not a whit 
more ridiculous than the affidavit of the Master of the 
Crown Office, that he had xo prejudice, or partialiy 
in the case. The laiter, however, was received, and the 
officer complimented upon his integrity, which was de- 
monstrated in so satisfactory and exemplary a manner! 
Why then was Alderman Garratt refused to be admitted 
as a Witness in his own behalf? The Lord Chief Jus- 
tice was extremely cautious, in this case. “ In the ab- 
“* sence of all authority, he thought the safer caurse 
“ would be to ireat the witness as encompetent. He by 
** no means wished to pledge himself as to the law upon 
“* the point, and wished distinctly to be understood that 
*¢ his decision could afford no precedent. The question 
“¢ deserved much serious consideration ; and he was a | 
“* desirous, at present, of taking the safer side!” |: 
little caution with respect to the safer side, would have 
been of great advantage to us; but, unfortunately, the 
Court bad no doubt about what it was best to decide, 
m our case. It did not appear to admit the possibility 
that it could do wrong. Yet we are not qui’e satisfied. 
So difficult is it to please unreasonable Reformers ! 
However, we are glad Mr. Alderman Garratt was re- 
jected. it is paying some deference to that ordinary 
maxim, that all doubé should be interpreted in favour of 
the accused. Mr. Sharpe was next produced, and his 
evidence was admiited, for no other reason, it would 
seem, than to accommodate Mr. Gurney, the agent of 
the agents of the Gang, who observed, if his witnesses 
were objected to, because they were interested, he could 
not proceed, as he Aud no other. In such a ease, the 
Chief Baron would have told us ¢o stop. Yet Mr. Sharpe, 
- an aelual prosecutor, was admitted a witness to prove 
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that Mr. Alderman Garratt was not a prosecutor, be- 
cause he had withdrawn his name. Mr. Sharpe, however, 
was as unlucky as usual. He had left at home the only 
means of proving the fact—the Jdetter which it was 
said was written requesting the Alderman’s name might 
be withdrawn. If Mr. Sharpe takes no more care of his 
character, than he does of his proofs of such material 
facts, it is no wonder he should wander from Grand 
Jury-room to Grand Jury-room, in search of those 
whom he suspects to have purloined it. But how Mr. 
Gurney could put him in the box, with the Alderman’s 
money in his keeping, to swear the Alderman was nota 
member of the Gang, is really surprising. To do full 
justice to this gentleman, (for a gentleman he must be, 
since he lives wzethout buseness, and upon hes means ) 
we insert the following account which he gives of him- 
self, and which is, of course, authentic :— 

Mr. Scarlett.— What are you ? 

Mr. Sharpe.—! am honorary assistant Secretary to 
the Association. 

Mr. Scarlett.—You do not mean to say that is your 
business? Task you what you are—what 2s your bu- 
siness ? 


Mir. Sharpe.—1 mean to say that I hold that situa- 
tion. 


Mr. Scarlett.—~Yes, but what business do you follow? 

Mr. Sharpe.—l am of no business. 

Mr. Scarlett.—Y ou live on your fortune ? 

Mr. Sharpe.—TI live on means that I possess. 

Mr. Scarlett. —Were you ever in any .business ? 

Mr. Sharpe.—I was in the Manchester trade. 

Mr. Scarlett.—How long ago ? 

Mr. Sharpe.—Two years! 

A more satisfactory account could nol be given to Mr. 
Sharpe’s calumniators, than he thus furnishes himself. 
It is so clear—so apparent—so candid—so explicit— 
so all that /--that nothing more can be required. The 
veriest critic in phraseology would be dumb-founded. 
He lives upon Ats means; therefore that he possesses 
them is clear enough :—and that they are his means, the 
possession proves just as clearly. He is of no business - 
therefore he can derive no means from any business; 
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and if he has any means, they must come from another 
source. He will not say he lives upon his fortune ; for 
there might be people who know hehas no fortune !— 
yet he dives well, pays well, and must get money. 
How? “ Aye, there’s the rub!” He lives upon his 
means! But whether he has hit upon a veen of that 
mine of wealth, Lord Egremont called the taxes and 
debt, at the Sussex Mecting ; and which MINE, his Lord- 
ship and his relations and dependents, serk to the tune 
of twenty thousand a-year:—or whether the honorary 
assistant Secretary has found a family strata, remains 
for future elucidation. 

In summing up the evidence to the érvers, he said, “Mt 
** was clearly proved to the jury, that for some time after 
“finding the indictment, the Sheriff was a@ member of 
“ the prosecuting association ; and the only question 
“* was, whether he had withdrawn himself from that situ- 
“ation, before his return of the present jury. Thi fact 
*¢ of his having been a member being in proof on the one 
** side, it was incumbent on the otherside to shew the 
“¢ withdrawal, and to shew that withdrawal by very sa- 
“* tisfactory evidence *. If the triers were satisfied 
“that Alderman Garratt had withdrawn himself before 
“the return in question, they would find their verdict 
“for the prosecutor ; out if they were not fully satisfied, 
“* on that point, the safer course would be to find for 
** the defendant.” 

We like this apparently new-born predilection for the 
safer course. It argues a desire to be safe, as well as to 
render others secure. But we do not like the whole of 
this law. We say, that if being a member of this gang, 
incapacitated the Alderman from striking a jury, his 
having been a member, REMAINS a disqualification ; 
nor could his secession remove the stain of presumable 
partiality. He might have affected to have retired, to 
prejudice the defendants in another character : aud there 
could be no security against collusion, but by pronounc- 
ing him totally, and absolutely disqualified, at all times, 





* We should not wonder if Mr. Sharpe was to draw up a bill 
against the Lord Chief Justice, for the inference that his evidence 
was nol very satisfactory. It is by far the most decisive libel we 
have seen on his character ; as he was the only person who could 
give evidence on this puint ; and his evidence it is inferred, was 
99t very sclisfactore. 
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and under all circumstances, from forwarding the per- 
secutions of the gang of which he once was a member 
from affection; and'to which, though he has withdrawn 
from a consideration of policy, he may remain as ardent- 
ly attached, as when he furnished his five guineas to 
replenish its fangs with the means of doing mischief. 
The TriERS, having decided “ without hesitation that he 
was not qualified to return a jury,” have in this view of 
the case, decided that he never can be qualified; and 
that, while he remains sheriff, the issue cannot be tried, 
unless a full special jury appears :—a thing, we believe, 
unlikely tohappen. The Courier exults in this instance 
of the impartial administration of the law ;—and so do we; 
but why was it silent when this impartiality was not mani- 
fested ! Does it mean tosay that il should rest with the court 
whether the law should be impartially administered or not? 
Or does a striking instance of a regard for justice, in one 
instance, atone for an habitual preference of rules of 
court, bad customs, and unfair interpretations of the 
statutes? In our youth we were taughtthat RIGHT was 
so regularly maintained in our tribunals, that we should 
not have thought it possible a single act of mere justice, 
should speak volumes in favour of its administration.” 
Singlestars are not conspicuous in the full blaze of the me- 
ridiansun ;--and English justice should not need a shining 
instance to enlighten surrounding darkness. In future we 
hope it will not. If wehave struck the flint which produced 
the spark thatlighted up this torch in the hemisphere of 
law; the profession owes us, more than we owe the laws: 
—but “ it is more blessed to give than to receive.” The 
Courier whimsically observes, * It would be difficult to 
‘* jmagine a more extreme possibility of undue influence ; 
* and of consequent injury to the accused ; yet, because 
“there was such a possibility, though so remote, and 
‘* almost inconceivable,the defendants have the benefit of 
“it, that no taint, or suspicion, might rest upon the 
“ proceeding.” If the cunning Editor, who is paid to 
éxtol all that can be extolled, will turn to the reeords of 
our case, he will not find this jealousy about taint or 
suspicion :—he will find actual wrong maintained to be 
degal; and more than suspicion declared to be perfectly 
immaterial. Yet if we can make our injuries instru- 
mental in securing the future supremacy of the law, we 
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shall not complain. The resistance to oppression has 
been the means of achieving the liberties of our country in 
past agzes:—and it may be the means of regaining a por- 
tion of them in this. We are quite satisfied with the 
spirit in which our ancient inslitutions were framed ; 
but not quite so well, that they should be left to: any 
possible prejudice in their application. We may believe, 
also, that the Courts have no personal dislike to any par- 
ties; but we must forego our knowledge of human na- 
ture, before we can believe them equally indifferent to 
the principles of those who are opposed to the political 
system of the day. To secure personal liberty, these 
prejudices should be deprived of all influence ; and this 
can. only be done by enforcing, in the present instance, 
the imperative precepts of the law. 


THE YORK WHIG CLUB! 





— 


There are two equally curzous features about the 
meetings of the modern Whig Clubs, which may be 
taken as “ sagns of the times ;” but like other signs and 
portents of almanack notoriety, they require a little ex- 
planation. One of these signs is a good one. They 
have left off razding at the Reformers. We have no 
more prating about visionary schemes, itinerant dema- 
gogues, and wild innovations! They no longer abuse 
us, as Men whose motives are evil, and whose designs 
are dangerous. Even Lord John Russell, though not 
candid enough to confess that he has abused us without 
cause, is too wise to persist in his error; and like a dis- 
appointed prophet, who has not lost his pretensions to 
modesty, he has the grace to remain silent. The other 
sign is not quite so good. It is the omission of the toast 
of the * Sovereignty of the people,” which used to pre- 
cede eventhe health of the King! The late Duke of Nor- 
folk gave at one meeting, “OUR SOVEREIGN THE PKo- 
“ pLE :” for which he was dispossessed of his Lieutenanc 
of Yorkshire. And yet avoiding to give this toast is no 
security for a continuance in a ministerial employment, 
for Earl Fitzwilliam, his successor, has equally fallen a 
sacrifice to ministerial displeasure. Why then do the 
Whigs abandon the pretended basis of Whiggism ?— the 
rallying point of ancient whiggism?—and the only hope 
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of the modern Whigs, if indeed all hope has not entirely 
left them. Atthe Cheshire Whig Club this toast was 
omitted; and at York, where the Whigs are in some 
better repute than ordinary Whigs, it was also omitted, 
at the meeting of the week before last. I do not like 
this evasion. Rulers should only reign by the consent 
of the people. This is the first principle of the creed of 
freemen. This principle should always be distinctly re- 
cognised by public leaders. Where it is shunned, there 
is always room for suspicion. The Chairman gave first, 
“‘ the King, and may he speedily dismiss his present evié 
‘‘ advisers.” This is good enough; but it isa party 
toast. ‘*Turn out our enemies, and putus in.” This is 
an explanation that is natural:—especially when the cen- 
surers will cali these *¢ evzd advisers,” most honourable 
gentlemen, in the course of afew weeks. However, I 
agree that they are eviladvisers, and the sooner they are 
dismissed the better, provided worse do not come in 
their places. This can only be prevented by the in- 
fluence of the “ Soverezgnty of the People.” The will 
of the people must be consulted, the opinions of the peo- 
ple have their full weight, and then the interests of the 
people will be safe. Not content with this evasive first 
toast, the second was the “ King and Constitu- 
tion!” Is not this toast, the very cant of the venal 
slaves who arrogate to themselves all loyalty, as 
they usurp all right. The King had been drank; 
and as for the constitution, it is not mere wishing it 
well, over a bottle of wine, that will rescue it out of the 
hands of the boroughmongers. The “ sovereignty of 
“‘ the people,” is the only ground of union, on which the 
Reformers can meet. Mr. Lambton, in a very good 
speech, admired the sovereignty of the people in other 
countries. He lauded “ the exertions of the South 
‘* Americans, under the auspices of our gallant country- 
‘¢ man, Lord Cochrane;” and “ although that glorious 
‘¢ cause had met with an adverse issue in Italy, he 
‘¢ hoped to see it again burst forth there with renewed vi- 
** your, increased strength, and better prospects of suc- 
‘‘ cess.” The exertions of Spain and Portugal equally 
claimed his admiration, and applause. He rejoiced also 
that Greece had thrown down the gauntlet of defiance to 
Turkish tyranny. Are these any thing but words ?— 
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any thing but a/v, and vapour? Do these gentlenies 
really wish the people to endeavour to obtain Reform ; 
or are they only anxious to obtain a reputation for pa- 
triotism, by tavern-speeches, and dinner bravery? They 
know that the people are ready to use every legal and 
peaceable means, for the restoration of their rights ; and 
they know also, that it is their general supineness, and 
their occasional monstrous union with the enemies of the 


people, which have hitherto retarded the accomplishment 


of Reform. Why then, de they affect to call upon the 
people ?° Will they meet the people—will they assist 
the people—will they defend the people ? Let them 
convince the people they are in earnest, and they will not 
call long in vain :—but something more than vague pro- 
mises, and loud declamations, are wanted, which must ‘be 
furnished before any co-operation of the people can be 
obtained. 


GHOST OF THE BIRMINGHAM PITT CLUB. 

It is actually determined that this hobgoblin shall ap- 
pear, after the Club had been formally announced “ de- 
funct.”. On Freday the 28th of December next, it is 
to be presented to its admirers, at the Royal Hotel, in 
Birmingham, with /saac Spooner, sq. as the repre- 
sentative of the Aeaven-born minster in the chair! And 
in ordér to make this spectre as like the original as -pos- 
sible, George Barker, the honorary secretary, who sent 
eircular letters to the members, to announce that it was 
actually dead, ana of course to announce the death of his 
own functions as secretary, is made to play the resur- 
rection mun to the coneern; and, as the ghost of his past 
official eharacter, to “* strut and fret his hour upon the 
stage of incurable folly.” There appears some desire to 
keep this feast of political hobgoblins as snug as possi- 
ble; for they advertise that no person can be admitted 
without a medal, that is, | suppose, a badge, to shew that 
they belong to the regiment of tax-ealers; and they 
have taken a hint from the proceedings of the Pitt Clubs 
in London, to prevent any body zwises, or Honester, than 
themselves from being admitted; as strangers are to be 
introduced by members ‘to whom they are persenally 
known. But, as it is holiday week, if f were a resident 
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in Biymingham, I would have “a peep” at the regement, 
as it marched into head-quarters. The Pitt lads of 1792, 
were a rare boisterous, riotous set, who would be content 
with nothing less than making a bonfire of the town, to 
show their zeal for Church and King, in opposition to a 
set of quict, peaceable folks, who went to dine at the 
same hotel, to express their ‘attachment to the Christian 
precept of é‘ peace and good-will to all men.” The Peté 
Lads did not wear medals then, nor sneak into select 
clubs, nor exclude strangers from their company. Any 
devil was welcomed amongst them who would bawl 
Church and King, while he set fire to meeting-houses, 
or lent a hand to hunt down the dissenters. The Pitt 
Lads were bold fellows then! They assembled in the 
streets, at noon-day, and would have roasted their ad- 
versaries ative, if they had not run out of their houses, 
and contrived to hide themselves. The Pitt Lads of 
the present day are very different. They have learnt 
motesty, if not wisdom, caution, and honesty. fF 
wonder how they bear themselves, in the alteration of 
circumstances. They must have a good share of philosophy 
to sustain the reverse. Their two ¢ great conjuring words, 
© Church and King,” are out ef fashion. If they were to 
attempt to raise another mob with them, they would be 
laughed to death, or at least, laughed out of their re- 
niaining senses: which would be intolerable to such bold, 
boasting chaps! It would be quitea curiosity to get a 
peep at them; and a still greater to hear the piping 
whistle of the-chairman, when he gives “ the pilot who 
‘ weathered the storm! while the poor devils who are 
dvinking it, are kicking and splashing in the waves, into 
whieh the’ glorious pilot has thrown them. In good faith, 
they are rare lads, and worth peeping at, if one were 
sure they would not run mad, and bite one. I wonder 
whether they will muster at the town-hall, and match 
in procession fo the hotel. They would have no more 
merry faces amongst them, than there were shirts among 
Falstaff’s ragged Tegiment—one and a half—the whole 
one stolen from some blackberry bushesby the way, and 
the other consisting of two towels, ingeniously stitched 
together, but wanting collar and sleeves. They should, 
however, march. If Pitt was alive, he would borrow 
the words of Sterne, “ they sh all march, by G—!” 
He would not let them be ashamed of him! How would 
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he have raged, had he read the advertisement, that the 

anniversary should be held every three years! He 

owes it to se, that they are brought togetuer at all, 
this year; and even I could hardly laugh them into cou- 

raze enough to get them together before the spring had 
brought other insects with the fine weather. I have just 

got them within the year: but if they keep it up with 

any of the old spirit, they will not separate till the new 

year sets in. That will be only three nights drinking ; 

and I have heard of one Pitt-club, which actually pro- 

posed to sit add the year round!—as nothing could suf- 

ficiently testify their devotion to the good things Mr. 

Pitt had contrived to put in their reach. It was usual 
for the Birmingham Pitt club to dine in September ; but 
Tam told that only three life-and-last-guinea-men 
appeared: and they looked so desolate, that the 
honorary Secretary deemed them “ defuncts” in per- 
spective ; a matter so probable that they all con- 

curred it was time to bury themselves at home ; 
until I laughed them out of their graves, and now 

they come, but I warrant me still in their grave clothes, 
to affect to be alive and merry! Poor devils! They 
will never be merry again! though they may fancy 
themselves alive for a little while longer. The dast guz- 
nea is demanded—they are taken at their words—and 
when their money is gone, what are they? As I have 
laughed them into existence, I should be glad to hear 
how they exjoy themselves; and if any one of them will 
send me word, I will record their merriment, and 
the merriment they occasion. For they may perhaps 
parody the boast of Falstaff, who said he was not only 
witty himself, but the cause of wit in other men. And, 
if they do not laugh themselves, they may cause others 
to laugh at them. The jibes and jests which assail their 
line of march, would form a good contrast to the fury of 
their old friends, in 1791 :—and I may hereafter oblige 
them with an essay on the advantages which both them- 
selves and ‘‘ the rabble,” as they now call it, has gained 
since the period when “ the Pitt rabble” was saluted by 
the affectionate terms of ‘ friends and brother church- 
“¢ men,” when they were plundering, burning, and de- 
stroying, to evince their attachment to “ Church and 


** King.” 
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és My Masters of Misrule! I have a crow to pluck with you.” 
Orb Pray. 





K$3. LIBERTY. 


Breathes there the man, whose servile breast 
Is sunk in languor’s fatal rest, 
Whilst o’er him, ’mid the gathering storm, 
Oppression rears her hatcful form? 
Who, when her foot to earth would tread 
Those rights for which his fathers bled, 
Hopes not, nor strives to stay their fall, 
But one by one resigns them all? 
Breathes sucha man? I will not ask 
What country gave him birth: 
He did not spring from English mould ; 
For such a soul, thus tame, thus cold, 
Would rouse his angry sires of of old, 
And drag them back to earth. 


Breathes there the wretch, whose feeble eye 
We’er piere’d the film of slavery— 
Who never felt the glow of shame 
O’erspread his cheek at Freedom's name— 
Nor blush'd to see himself accurst. 
OF Slaves the veriest and the worst ? 
Breathes such a wretch? O’er eastern climes, 
Unheeded, let him roam ; 
His law a haughty Tyrar it’s frowns 
A den of Slaves his home. 


There iet him dwell! for climes like these | 

May well the dastard spirit please ; | 

Where buraing suns and deserts dry 

Parch up the springs of energy: 

Where even language owns the sway 

That tramples on the Suul's decay, 

And cannot find a wordtotell — 

That sound which Freemen — so well 

There fet him dwell, to Freedom iost, 
Contented, tf he can, 

Whilst Nature, shrinking from his shade, 

Shall view with scorn the thing she made, 
Ana blush te call it—Man, 
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ButI, whom northern climes have rear‘d, 
Whose cheek the cutting wind has sear’d, 
Whose car hath fancied as it past . 
That Freedom spoke in every blast ; 
Whose foot hath wandered with delight, 
O’er Snowdon’s cliff and Skiddaw’s height, 
Where Britain’s ancient sons defied 
The hauchty Romans’ baffied pride ; 
Who oft have trac’d th’ historic page 
(The record of a former age) 
Which paints my hardy sires of yore, 
The hopes they felt, the fears they bore :-~ 
Shall I, thus nurtur’d, basely tame, 
Renouuce the glories of their name, 
And quit the path they trod ? 
Whilst busy infamy shall trace 
The recreant losel of his race, 
His children’s scorn, his sire’s disgrace— 
The outcast of his God ? 


Never !—oh, never! Curse the thought 

That dwells on ease by Freedom bought ! 

Wither the heart that does not burn 

When Justice weeps o’er Freedom’s urn! 

And be that eye in darkness set 

Which views, nor views it with rezret! 

Mine be the choice my fathers made— 
Be mine their battle cry, 

When fighting for their rights of yore, 

Dauntless and brave, cach warrior swore 
‘* To conquer or to die.” C.J.K 


Morning Chromcle, Nov. 24, 1821. 
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534. The vices of tyrants run in a circle, and produce onc 
another; begin with luxury and prodigality, which cannot be 
supplied but by rapine,—rapine produces hate in the people ; 
and that hate, fear in the prince; fear, cruelty—cruelty, de. 
spair, and despair, destruction.—Samuel Butler. Thoughts 
on various subjects, 1660. 
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535, Mr. SPEAKER, 

Since I had the honour, or rather dishonour, of sii- 
iing in this House, I have been witness to many strange, many 
shameful transactions ; but, since I could call myself a member 
of the British senate, never were my ears shocked with such an 
abominable proposal, as that whici now disgraces this assembly. 
A representative of the first City of the empire, or perhaps in 
the world, is to be treated as a state criminal, for supporting 
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ine general rights of the nation, and the peculiar privileges of 
his fellow citizens. It has been proved to a demonstration, 
that your claim of privilege was meant a3 a bulwark against 
the encroachments of the Crown, and not as a check upon your 
constituents, It has been clearly shewn that you have acted 
contrary to Magna Charta, and that the arraigned magistrates 
have adhered to the law of the land. Nor is this all—You 
have been convicted of invading the peculiar franchises of the 
city, and of trampling on numerous statutes made in its favour 
—while the objects of your impotent malice, have only acted 
according to the dictates of conscience, and in obedience to 
their oath.—You will punish them, because they would not, for 
the purpose of your tyranny, betray their trust, and be guilty 
of perjury. What can be your intention in such an attack upon 
all honour and virtue? Do you mean to bring all men toa level 
with yourselves, and to extirpate honesty and independence! 
Perhaps you imagine that a vote will settle the whole contro- 
versy® Alas! you are not aware that the manner in which 
your vote is procured, remains a secret tonoman. Listen— 
for, if you are not totally callous, if your consciences are not 
seared, I will speak daggers to your souls. Whence did this 
motion take its rise? Did it originate in this house ? Is it the 
ofispring of this assembly? No! it is the abortion of five 
wretched clerks, who, tho’ a disgrace to this house, have the 
management, { beg pardon, the mismanagement, of all national 
affairs. These pitiful drudges brought the treasury into the 
scheme ; the treasury is directed by the Junto of Carlton-house ; 
Carlton-house sets ail the administration in motion; and the 
administration issued their mandates to the machines that com- 
pose the majority. Thus are you played off like puppets, by 
the management of the magicians who act behind the curtain. 
Do not you blush at such infamy? Do not your cheeks burn 
with conscious shame at being mere machines, or like oxen in 
a stall, fed by the hand of your master, and forced to draw his 
yoke? By heaven, FT had rather not exist, than drag such a 
heavy, such a galling, such a detestable chain. There are, 
indeed, those of whose commands I should be proud, because 
their service is perfect freedom, The instructions of your con- 
stituents you should be always ready to obey. Bit you have 
inverted the maxim of the gospel, and made the servant greater 
than his master. You, who are only deputies or factors, have 
usurped a power not only superior to that of your creators, but 
destructive to the very rights by which they exist as freemen. 
In the guiph of your privileges you have swallowed up the birth- 
sight of the people, who are ultimately paramount to all the 
three branches of the legislature, Had you been as tenacious 
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for the safety of the people’ s rights, and then entered into c 
discussion of your own privileges, It isthe privilege of the 
people to be tried by the law of the land, and to see the course 
of justice free and uninterrupted; but you have flagrantly vio- 
lated, and opened the door for anarchy and confusion. But 
where is the wonder that you act inthis arbitrary manner, when 
vou would not allow mention to be made of that. traiterous 
member, who declared in the face of day, that lie hoped to see 
his majesty as absolute as the king of Prussia: and that he had 
bought his constituents, and made of their instractions an use 
not fit to be named! Had you been true rep: ‘esentatives, vou 
would have immediafely dropped every other subject, and blush- 
ed to determine any national atfar, rill you had removed from 
among you such an accursed thins, such an abomination to all 
honour and honesty. But you love to protect such culprits ; 
because of such is your kingdom composed. How thencan you 
imagine, that the people wiil tamely acquiesce in Injuries $ recelv- 
ed from men of your stamp? Towean you magine that Bri- 
tons will endure an_act of tyranny, as alarming: as any prac- 
tised by the despot of France? Louis the weli-be loved” erases 
the acts of his parliaments; and our belcred House of Com- 
mons erases the lega! proceedings of our courts of record. 
Whi, the violence of Charies the first, when he entered this 
house in person, and seized the five members, was nota matter 
of such pernicious example. You have struck at the very root 
of all law and justice, and endeavoured at one blow to annihi- 
late all our liberties. 

The consequence is natural. After baving assumed an arbi- 
trary dominion over-trath and justice, youissue ordérs, warrants, 
and proclamations, against every opponent, and send prisoners 
to your bastile all those who have the virtue and courage to de- 
fend the expiring freedom of their country. But it is in vain 
that you hope by fear and terror to extinguish every spark of 
the ancient fire of this isle. The more sacrifices , the nore 
martyrs you make, the more numerous the sons of liberty wii! 
become. They will multiply like the Hydia’s head, and dius 
vengeance at your devoted heads. Let others act as they will, 
Whilst [ have a tongue or an arm, they shall be free. And 
that T may not be a witness of this monstrous proceeding, ! 
will leave the house; nordo P doubt bat every independent 
every —- man, every friend to England, will follow me — 
Colonel Ieace Berre’s speech, when the motion was mare in 
the House cf Commons 10) cconiitiine Mr, Alderman Oper 
tothe Tower. Gentlemen's Blage 
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iRISH BLARNEY TRACED TO ITS SOURCES. 


With reasons for bawling for Joy, and burning in 
Anger. 
— 

There are some people who cannot account for the en- 
thusiastic reception of the King in Ireland, at a period so 
close upon the verge of a general insurrection ;—and they 
are almost inclined to set down the Irish, as being mon- 
keys and tigers, fools and devils, in the same breath. Is 
it possible, they say, that so much enthusiasm should be 
felt at the presence of the monarch, by those who are 
equally enthusiastic in displaying their hatred of the sys- 
tem that prevails under his sway ? Of him they could 
know nothing. He had never been amongst them, 
and the usual holiday compliments paid to a shouting popu- 
lace, are not of a nature either to inspire confidence, or to 
obtain much credence. What a man musé say, is sel- 
dom to be taken for what he means, and though no one 
can doubt that the King would be glad enough to render 
the Irish prosperous and happy yet the promise todo so, 
was evidently more from the inclination than the power. 
if then, they were sincere in their applauses, it must have 
been from the blessings they enjoyed :—and if theywere 
in possession of blessings which could call forth such 
acclamations, it is said their present behaviour is as un- 
grateful, as itis sanguinary andferocious. Those who rea- 
son in this manner, do not reflect that Ireland consists 
of TWO DISTINCT CLASSES, with opposite interests, 
opposite views, opposite feelings, and opposite resolu- 
tions. The one class is imperious, wealthy, and powerful 
—the other, weak miserable, and servile. The first class 
is loyal, not so much to the King, as to the system, 
which enables them to possess their advantages. The 
other, has no motive for any loyalty whatever, since 
they are generally degraded so far, and depressed so low, 
as to have no hope of advantage except such as cunning 
and cruelty may momentarily snatch at a fearful hazard, 
from caution and power. It was the first class, alone, 
who were permitted to approach his Majesty in Ireland. 
Some few of the leaders of the other, who are enabled 
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to sweeten proscription by sensual gratifications, wer © 
indced allowed to enter into the royal presence, but ee 
his ear they had no access, to his heart they could mak 
no appeal, to his understanding they could not addres 
either the tale of the oppressions sof their country, or of the 
proscriplion of themselves. ‘That they could condescend 
to exhibit themselves in such a pageant, is matter of some 
astonishment, and more regret :-—that it was unavailing, 
they have since found,—that it was degrading they must 
have then felt. Ireland was conquered by England, as 
England by the Normans, but the Irish have never been 
able to throw off the chain- ‘of their masters, or to obtain 
any thing like the restitution of their original rights. 
The line is yet distinc drawn between the « conquerors, 
and the conquered. A diflerent religion, diflerent re- 
cognition by. the law, proscription on the one hand, and 
presumplion on the other, sull exist in all their invete- 
rate hostility. What is “yet more galling, is that the 
conquerors are infinitely less in numbers than the con- 
quered, and the fear of the physical strength of the op- 
pressed, renders their masters more jealous of an autho- 
rity only maintained by force, which however force might 
as readily. overthrow. In this condition of affairs, w hen. 
we speak of /re/and, we should define which class we 
mean to designate by the appellation. The dominant 
party, arc . doubtless, asthe ministerial scribes in London 
and ‘Dublin describe tiem to be—rich, loyal, enthusiasti- 
cally fond of their own emoluments, and eager to secure 
them from all innovation. If these men constitute the 
whole of the inhabitants of Ireland, then is Ireland 
of this description also-:—and the beggary misery, and 
Wwretchedness are only the portion of a host of two-legged 
animals, called men by the courtesy of civilization, from 
their general resemblance to the species, bul treated far 
worse than brutes, because they do not yield so much 
profit for attention, But if the immense majority be in. 
reality, as in scemeng, human creatures,—then is Ire~: 
land the most wretched portion of the habitable clobe, 
notwithstanding il-contains men who might rival Helio- 
vabalus himself i in luxury, and voluptuous licentiousness.. 
All the writers on the state of the peasantry of Ireland, 
furnish ample reasons why they should be ferocious, and: 
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fisaffected to the system. Mr. Curwen, a member of 
the House of Commons, tells us, that having ventured to 
enter into two mud _ erections which were called cotta 
ges, he was so nervously affected with the miscry he 
witnessed, that He could not bear to peep into a third! 
What volumes does this fact speak in apology for the 
most furious despair? In a hole; into which one human 
being coul.é not look, lest his feelings should be tortured, 

perhaps half-a-dozen of his fellow-creatures were com- 
delled not only to exist, but to dragon a life continually 
tortured by the presence of want in ‘all its various she pes, 
and exposed to the apprehension that even existence 
could not be maintained much longer! Yet legislators 
can thiuk to cure tiese evils By penal laws—by threats 
Of imprisonment, transportation, or death! It is perhaps 
forlunate for the law-maker's, that these objects of their 
legislative anyger,do not generally know, that even felons 
are treated better, fed better, clothed better almost in the 
Worst of prisons, than the wretched peasantry of Ireland. 

Otherwise wuilt would be ¢onsidered as advantageous. 
Thousands would hasten to commit some offence that 
mivht entitle them to the comforts of a gaol, and re- 
Ward them with the actual blessing of transportation 
from a country where they are mocked with plenty 
Which they cannot tasie, to oné where alt the necessaries 
of- life are supplied them, for a moderate demand of 
their bodily exertions. Turuing from this picture, and 
ceasing to wonder thet men should be desperate among 
the majority of the Irish, let us look at the other, ani 
se¢ what reasons it has for the enthmszasi it displays int 
favour of the existing system, in explanation of the ac- 

clamations with which it received the nionareh as the 
lread of that system ; and whom it has shewn it dare ven- 
ture tv oppose, if he appears to wish any extension of ils 
advantages to the great bulk of his Irish subjects. 
Among those of the FIRST CLASS, who have sufti- 
cient reasons for shouting, will be fours the members 
of the Protestant church. Although not one fourth of 
the population, is protestant, the arch hishopries, bishop- 
rics, deaneries, and minor Ecclesiastic advantages, are in 
general superior in emoluiment to the same sources of 
doyalty in England; and their numbers are infinit ly 
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more than equivalent to the same proportion of the pro- 
testant population in England. Yet, with all this im- 
mense emolument derived by the teacher of the Protes- 
tant faith in Ireland, we find it insufficient for the wants 
of the clerical claimants, and their dependants ; for in 
the last year a parliamentary grant of 20,0001. was 
made to the ** Protestant Church in Ireland ;” while for 
the ‘ Propagation of Christian knowledge in Eng- 
“Jand.” A grant of 6,464]. was deemed sufficient. 
Some people may think that the English grant was 
rather insultine to the army of the priesthood, 
as if it implied they could net, or would not 
do their duty, although so amply paid for its pro- 
per discharge :—but, leaving the English grant 
out of the question, and looking only at the addition of 
£20,000 per annum, as an additional stimulus to Irish 
zeal for the Protestant faith, we shall not be surprized 
that the Frish Protestant Church demanded the lungs of 
all its followers, to bellow in behalf of (haé prosperity 
which it readly enjoys, and which it can have no hope of 
being amended by any change. The lean looks, arduous 
duties, and dependance upon the kindness of their flocks, 
which mark the Catholic priesthood, have no charms for 
Protestant emulation. £2xred tythes, and absolute inde- 
pendence, are found to be much better things; and by 
their possessors, they are naturally defended with all due 
zeal. The archbishop of Paris has but five hundred 
pounds sterling per annum. An Irish bishop must have 
ten times that sum, or the church would be in danger—- 
or, atleast, that luxury, Which is with many persons pa- 
ramount in consideratien to all the interests of all the 
eburches in the world, 

.@ three grcat ‘evers of authority, are the pulpit, the 
bene, and the bar. We have seen how the pulpit is 
engaged :—at dits reasons for an ** excess of undebauch- 
‘* ed loyalty.””. As the ministers of the day have the 
nomination of ihe judges, it is easy enough to suppose 
they will choose men who will be sufficiently prejudiced 
in behalf of the system of the day ; and to secure that 
“‘ honest prejudice” a good salary is an excellent means. 
it would be very, difficult to persuade a man who had no 
talents for his profession at the bar, that any system 
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was bad, which placed him upon the bench, where 
any talent would do, and where the absence of all ability 
is very easily disguised under an affectation of dig- 
nity, cloaked with that impenetrable gravity, which 
nothing but a dread of losing its advantages would en- 
able him to sustain. A wise minister can seldom be ait 
variance with the judicial department. He knows what 
he wants; and he has his choice of plenty of materials 
to accomplish his wishes. Let us now look at the Bar. 
In the way of influence, one might suppose an tndepen- 
deni Bar would place an insuperable objection. It might 
be imagined there were barristers enough to keep one 
another honest; while the mass of talent thus arrayed 
in the very front of the Bench, would render even judges 
appointed by the ministry, cautious in the extension of 
prerogalive, or the punishment of public integrity, by 
ihe terrors of perverted law. Some such fear as this 
seems to have entered the mind of some minion of the 
system, a few years ago; for I perceive in one of Lady 
Morgan’s Irish novels, a statement of THREE HUN- 
DRED MINISTERIAL SITUATIONS OF EMO- 
LUMENT, distributed among the GENTLEMEN of 
the [RISE BAR, on the 22d of April, 1818. A gireaé 
ercrease of situations was made at that time; and‘ no 
doubt, the places were conferred with all due discretion 
upon parties who were expected to be grateful to liberal 
patrons. All this is the ordinary course of the opera- 
tion of causes upon effects ; and I dare say the Irish mi- 
nisterial physicians found their medicine operate suitably 
upon all sorts of habits and constitutions. T'Aree hun- 
dred good places make three hundred good bawlers 
upon any menisterial occasion. But this is not all. 
Those who want good placesare accustomed to bawl much 
louder, than those who possess them. And as there may 
be jive erpectants gaping for every place that may 
become vacant, we shall have fifteen hundred addition- 
al bawlers, created by the want of these three hundred 
places; and besides, as those who daz the loudest will 
be most likely to succeed, these fifteen hundred expect- 
ants will not only baw] in concert, but in emulation ; and 
try their lungs even to the risk of bursting, in further- 
ance of the “glorious cause” which holds out such 
lempting baits of growth and loyalty. Thus the dar 
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alone, in its immediate members, might furnish a battal, 
ion of bawlers, of 1800 strong, independent of its re- 
tainers; and as no thorough- faced loyalist would have 
even his shoes blacked, without stipulating, for a loyal 
huzza, in additional return for his penny, it is easily im- 
avined how the “ universal. shout was raised,” by those 
who had reason enough to bawl, not only for what they 
enjoyed, and expected to enjoy ; but to prevent their op- 
ponents from being heard, lest. the truth should reach 
the King’s ear, and the ‘tricksters be disappointed. 
Add_ the interested to the prejudiced, the venal and cor- 
rupt to the credulous and foolish, and we produce a mass 
of the most clamorous of human beings. They shelter 
themselves in noise, lest the tongueot truth should pierce 
the thick array of the phalanx of ——-— and fools. I 
append the list of these three hundred places, as a curi- 
ous and impurtaut document, to those who may herafter 
enquire whether Ireland, when said to be either mad, or 
merry, is fairly dealt with ; and that it may be ascer- 
tained more correctly, whether Ireland is really dancing 
with joy, in a fit of insanity, as some madmen kick off 
their shoes, at the place of execution, to shew their frantic 
contempt of the fate they are about to undergo ;—or 
Whether a comparatively small number, w earing the 
mark, and usurping the name of Ireland, is employed at 
once ip feasting upon her vitals, and laughing at the 
agonies their unnatural repast excites. The Dest, indeed 
the only remedy that can he applied, to the accumulated 
diseases of Jreland, is a reduction of those imposts which 
that country cqunot bear. Already, England derives 
no assistance from Ireland. ‘The Jrish revenue is not 
adequate to ihe charges made upon it recently ; the 
Irish debt has been added to the general mass, and ere 
Jong the ministers will have to draw upon the resourses 
of E ngland_ still more largely, to defray the expence of 
a mililary accupation of that unfortunate country. No- 
thing but retrenchment—nothing short of paring the 
nails of every exacter to the quick, and taking care that 
they are not permitted to grow again, can do anything 
towards the tranquility of ‘Ireland. Let the Protestant 
church be content with as little as the Catholics now ob- 
fain—let the state protect the peasantry from exactions 
which they cannot sustain—let the distinctions betw eep 
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Catholics and the Protestants cease to exist—let the 

government compel the owners of zcaste dands either to 

cultivate them, or to give them up for a fair equivalent 
to those who will—and Ireland will shortly be at peace. 

This peace, however, could only be secured by that re- 

form in the representation, which would guarantee the 

rights that wisdom and justice had conferred *. 

Places of Emo!ument, Rank, Precedence, and Profit, en- 
joyed by, and distributable amongst the Irish Bar, Aprit 
22, 1818. 

1 Lord Chancellor (salary encreased since 1789), 1,5001., 
for self and servants. 
1 Master of the Rolls (salary encreased since 1789), 
5,0001., for self and servants. 
12 Judges of the Law Courts (silary encreased since 17 89) 
from 4 to &,000I. each. 
A Masters in Chancery, from 3 to 4,0001. each. 
1 Deputy Remembraucer of the Exchequer, ditto. 
1 Attorney General, about 10,0001. 
1 Solicitor General, 5,000]. 
3 King’s Serjeants, rank, precedence, and profit. 
37 King’s Counsel (formerly but 20), ditto. 

Judge of the Prerogative Court, 1,8001. 

Judge of the Consistorial Court, GOol. 

Master of the Faculties, under Bishop of Armagh, 50ul. 

Judge of the Admiralty Court, 1,2001. 

Surrogates in ditto, 200]. each. 

2 Counsel to Revenue Commissioners, 6 and §,000I. 
1 Recorder of Dublin City, 1,2 001. 
1 Chairman of ditto, 1,2001. 
31 Chairmen of County Sessions (since 1789), from 4 to 8001, 


each, 
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* The question of waste lands is one that ought to force itself up- 
en the serious consideration of the Legislature. Men in suciety 
should only hold Jand on the condition of itscullivation. What they 
cannot use they have no right tu possess. Why should not the 
millions of waste acres that disgrace Great Britain and Ireland, be 
put up to sale at low prices, as waste lands are sold by the Ameri- 
ean Government. Why should our enterprising countrymen be 
drive® across the Atlantic, in search of what lies desolate and aban- 


doned abhome ? 
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brought forward, 

Council to Masters in Chancery, 2001. each. 

Council to Deputy Remembrancer, 3001. 

Couicil to Attorney General, opening aud signing Plead- 
ings, 4001. 

Do.to Do. in Extents and Custodiams, &c. 2001. each. 

Do. to Do. in 6 Circuits in still fines, &c. since 1789, 
2001. each. 

Do. to Do. in 6 Circuits, in Crown Prosecutions, do 
200). each. 

Do. to do. Dublin Castle, do. 1,0001., by Townsend, 

Do. to Commissioner of Wide Street, do. 1,5001. 

Do, to Barrack Board, worth 3001. 

Do. to Ordnance Do., worth 2001. 

Do. to Linen Do., worth 200). 

Do. to Bank of Ireland, on 6 Circuits, 1001. each. 

Do. to Post Office, on 6 Do., 1001. each. 

Do. to Paving Board, since 1789, 200I. 

Do, to Dublin Police, 2001. 

Commissioners of Bankruptcy, 2 to 600I. each. 

Do. of Public Record, since 1789, 400}. each. 

Do. of Inquiry into Fees, &c. Do., 1,2001. each. 

Lay Viceroy General of Dioceses, 100!. each. 

Dublin Police Barristers, since 1789, 5001. each. 

Commissioners of Appeal, 800}. each. 

Do. of Accounts, and their Secretary, 800]. each. 

Directors of Inland Navigation, 1,000l. each. 

King’s Fine Treasurer, 5001. 

Do. Librarian, 3001. 

Cursitor Baron of Exchequer, 2001. 

Cursitor of Chancery, 4001. 

Examiners in Chancery, 5001. each. 

King’s Advocate General, 300). 

Commissioners in Lunatic Cases, 200]. each. 

Secretary to Commissioners of Charities, 4001. 

Accountant General of Chancery, 800l. 

Do. Do. of Exchequer, Sool. 

Seneschal of Dublin Liberties, Donors, St. Sepulchres, 
St. Patrick’s, &c., 1 to 2001. each. © 


10 Colonies, situations in Ceylon, Canada, Grenada, Prinee 


Q 
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of Wales’s Island, &c., worth from 5001. to 5,000I. 
each. 

Missionaries to explore the state of disturbed Districts, 
300 guimeas each. Visit. T. Pendergrast and Ed. 
O'Grady, &c. 
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261 brought forward. 
21 Recorders of Cities and Towns (about 21), L to 800). 
each. 
18 Other (or thereabouts) Places, Sinecures, Pensions, &c. 
dispersed according to Services and Jnfluence’. 
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TO THE EDITOR. 
Sir, 

A worthy neighbour of mine, who has lately found 
great relief toa palled appetite, by weekly doses of that 
picquant stimulus “ JoHN BULL” sauce ; favoured me, 
after his Sunday morning’s draught, with a perusal of 
the labels, alias LiBexs, of which it is composed ; with 
kind intention, that it may assist, in counteracting, cer- 
tain Radical propensities, with which, he suspects me 
to be infected. As yet I do not think myself much im- 
proved by the Recipe. But whether this may be owing 
to want of faith ; or that my stomach, has ‘not yet been 
able to subdue the first aversion ; and, consequently, may 
not yet have had a sufficient trial, I cannotsay. fam 
determined, however, upon having a farther proof of its 
effects ; provided my friend, shall continue to furnish me 
with the remedy, gratis. I see “ Bu.” has been Con- 
VICTED OF A LIBEL, upon the fair fame of a female, of dis- 
tinguished rank. ‘This I must confess I did not expect, 
from the profession of truth and impartiality, put forth, 
upon all occasions, by “ BULL.” But possibly he may 
say, that TruTH, being a LIBEL, by the Laws which he 
so strenuously defends ; he has not yet forfeited his pre- 
tensions to consistency. And that, although he, like a 
good subject, acknowledges himself to be justly punish- 
ed; merely because those, who administer the Laws, 
cannot err ; still he is right in his principles, however 
wrong he may be in this instance, in his practice. 
‘** BULL” flatters himself that the sentence passed: in. his 
Case, will operate as a silencer, to all those who have im- 
pudently, and falsely impeached his independence, by | 
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* See Vol. IL. Florence Macarty, by Lady Morgan. 
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calling, him a Aireling and tool of the Government. Be- 
cause “ Tat SENTENCE,” he says, “ Is No MARK oF 
Court Favor.” But I suspect, Sir, that this reasoning 
of “ Burr.” involves by implication, A Gross Liner, 
upon that Government, and those Judges, the conduct of 
both which, upon all other occasions, he isin the practice 
of © shewing, up,” to use his own slang, to the World, 
as altogether immaculate. For if it be “ No Mark or 
Court Favor,” to pass a sentence in his case, which, 
withsignal inconsistency, he considers both justand severe, 
it surely is A MARK or Court Favor to pass a light 
sentence, in cases, where the Government is supposed to 
favor the defendant. And that such is the actual prae- 
tice, fe the natural inference from “ BuLL’s ” reasonings. 
Let us, however, refer to a few cases, decided and unde- 
cided, and try them by this principle. Mr. Hunt is 
sentenced to imprisonment for tro years and a half in 
Nchester goal ; for what crime, or the violation of what 
law, I have never yet found any one that could inform 
me. Sir Francis Burdett, was sentenced to pay a fine 
of two thousand pounds ; and to imprisonment for 
three months, in the King’s Bench ; for an act, which I 
consider, and ever shall consider, anact of virtue. Major 
Cartwright, Messrs. Wooler, Edmonds, and Maddocks, 
were severely sentenced to imprisonment upon a 
charge of conspiracy, to elect a Legislatorial Attor- 
ney for the town of Birmingham ; inviolation of the rights 
and privileges, assumed by the great BorouGHMONGER 
ConsPiRAToRS, to monopulise the appointment and 
controul the conduct, of the members of what should be 
the Commons House.—Whilethe Manchester magis- 
trates, and their myrmidons, received the thanks of the 
Government, for the butcheries at Peterloo, and some 
of the former, it is said, have had more substantial 
rewards conferred upon them, for their achievements on 
that memorable occssion.—While the murder and man- 
slaughter, of Honey and Francis, are yet unatoned 
for.—While Edwards the spy, and Franklin the incen- 
diary, are unpunished.— While the crime of appointing 
amember of the Commons House, detected in the case 
of Perceval and Castlereagh continues to be defended on 
the ground of the notoriety of the practice.— While 
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the sentence of the gallant and injured Lord Cochrane to 
an ignominious punishment, imprisonment, and heavy fine, 
for acrime, the commission of which by others seems unde- 
serving of notice remains unreversed.—While Flindell, for 
a brutal, and atrocious libel, upon a friendless, persecut- 
ed woman, and that woman his Queen, is sentenced to 
a moderate fine, and nine months imprisonment.—While 
John Hayes is taken up, and confined for months, for 
merely announcing to his townsmen, the arrival of Mr. 
Cobbett in hisnative Country. —While scores of atrocious 
crimes against the persecuted, imprisoned, and ill-treated 
Reformers, are'fenced round, and screened by indemnity 
bills, and the victims thrown upon the world, ruined in 
health,and bankrupt in cireumstances.—While number- 
Jess other cases equally revolling to, and irreconcileable 
with, every idea of equitable punishment remain to swell 
the catalogue of enormities and baffle the choice of selec- 
tion. These however may suffice, and your readers are 
left to draw their own conclusion, on a comparison of the 
respective crimes contrasted with their respective punish- 
ments or impunities; and say, if the “ BULLS” insinuation 
of “Court Favor,” in political case before the law Courts, 
has any foundation in truth; and to which side of the ba- 
lance it inclines. For my part, it appears to me, to re- 
quire no common head piece, to compare, and consider, 
the different results, in the forgoing and other numberless 
cases of the like kind, so as to prevent an utter confusion, 
of all our pre-conceived notions of the nature of right 
and rong; and unless a man be previously well ground- 
ed, in the principles of natural justice, I do not think that 
he will be at allassisted in his studies, by consulting the 
decisions of our law courts, in cases, that have the slight- 
est political bearing. The judges have aduty to perform 
to the subject, as well as to Government, and when their 
decisions will not bear the strictest test of examination, 
compared with the decisions on similar cases, divested of 
party considerations, they cease to be salutary lessons. 
Because inpartiality is of the essence of justice, and with- 
out that ingredient justice is converted into vengeance. 
He only is the criminal, whose punishment, both as to 
kind and degree, is founded on strict justice. When 
these are cither deficient, or overstrained to meet the 





—_ 


= ee 


Sa 7 

























Sos 4 fHE BLACK DWARE. 


lemporary views of party ; the object ceases to be a cri- 
minal, and becomes a martyr. 


26th Nov. 1821. CATO. 
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SIR CHARLES WOLSELEY. 





The Reformers of Leeds, have set an example, which 
weé hope to see generally followed, in the cony ening of a 
mectine: to forward an address to this worthy Ba tronet on 
his release from his captivity of eighteen months, as the 
prisoner of the Boroughmongers. The following pre- 
ceedings took place on “the occasion :— 


LEEDS PUBLIC MEETING. 





On Monday week, a public meeting was heid at the Union 
Room, Richmond ill, for the purpose of taking into considera 
tion the propriety of sending an address to Sir Charies Wolseley, 
Bart., and also to further the Great Northern Union. 

Mr. Josern Wass in the Chair, who opened the business, by 
stating the object for which they were met. 

Mr. Mason.—Gentiemen,—In moving that an address be pre 
seated to Sir Charles Wolscley—an address of congratulation on his 
liberation from a cruel and unjust incarceration, you will permit 
me to make a few observatioas, though I think that you, with me, 
will admit that no arguments need be urged, in order to prove the 
propricty of such an address being sent. We need only ‘glance 
at the conduct of persons in the higher ranks of hfe, to cnable us 
duly to appreciate the services of such gentlemen as Sir Charles 
Wolseley. Such are the fascinating charms of power and courtly 
influence, that few of our high-bred pretended patriots have been 
able to resist them ; and events of no very distant date, have pre- 
sented: us with instances of such characters descending from the 
Temple of Liberty to the Cavern of Valean, for the purpose of 
forging thunderbolts, to hurl at the heads of such patriots who 
still remained to fill the ranks of freedom, which those apostates 
had so recently deserted. I need not name such characters to you, 
ventiemen :—they are loo well known. JF need not remind you of 
the conduct of our Jate Heaven-born Minister ; that rrand apos- 


tule and munificent rewarder of apostacy. I need net name to 
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you some of our modern lords and knights, with their trusty 
esquires, who still profess themselves the advocates of liberty, 
but who, when they do venture to pronounce her sacred name, they 
do it so feebly and falteringly, that one would almost imagine 
they were conscious of the danger of violating the third Command - 
ment, and were about to take the name of the Lord in vain :—and 
what do these instances of apostacy and supineness teach us, gen- 
tlemen ?—what but the necessity of a Reform, and a Radical Re- 
form, too, in our representative system. They are a few amongst 
ten thousand instances, of the dangerous policy of entrusting too 
much power to individuals :—they shew us that the people are the 
legitimate source of power; and for them to give the reins out of 
their own hands, is as dangerous an expedient as of the foolish 
God, of fabled memory, who permitted his hair-brained son to 
euide the Chariot of the Sun. Yet, although we can number but 
few genuine patriots in the higher ranks of life, at the present day, 
Sir Charles Wolseley stands amongst the foremost of that fews he 
cenerously stepped forth to advocate the peoples cause. His rank 
in society must acquit him of any sinister motive. Should it be 
urged that he had ambition to gratify, and therefore he courted 
the applause of the people; to such au insinuation I would only 
again point to his elevated situation in life, which would certainly 
afford him a greater scope for the gratification of ambitious views, 
than advocating the cause of an injured and despised people could 
do. We infer then that he has been actuated by disinterested mo- 
tives; that he is indeed a patriot, and worthy of our highest es_ 
teem; we therefore cordially congratulate him on his restoration 
to liberty :—we sincerely rejoice that his fetters are broken; that 
the arrows of corruption, as they respect him, are spent, and that 
he is once more at liberty to assist, by his personal efforts, and his 
influence, that sacred cause in which ‘he has so recently suffered. 
We can do but little, gentlemen, by way of compensaling out 
suffering patriots, for God’s sake, than let not that little be with- 
held. We can, at least, tell them, that we approve of their conduct, 
and give them our thanks for their exertion; and if we cordially 
enter into the plan recommended by Mr. Hunt, for promoting the 
Great Northern Union, we shall be able to do more, we shall be én; 
abled to place thei in a situation where they can serve the cause 


Se ee 


See a ee ee oe 
ete tonee : ee + -- — 











886 THE BLACK DWARE. 


more effectually, where they will have the opportunity of perpetua 
ly harrassing corruption, and combatting her on something like 
level ground. Any plan, gentlemen, that will tend in the most re- 
mote degree, to forward the cause of Radical Reform in our 
representative system, ought to have our most cordial support, as 
for what is termed a moderate reform, 1 contend would be no 
reform. Why are we refused a Radical Reform, because, those 
who now hold the reins of power, would in giving it, have at the 
same time to give them into the hands of the people, and such a 
measure they are not disposed to adopt; and should they be in- 
duced to grant us a moderate reform, which I believe would be 
very moderate indeed, we should still be subject to their caprice, 
and what they pleased to grant us to day, they might, if they 
pleased, deprive us of to-morrow, in short they would still be our 
masters, aud we should continue to be their slaves. No, gentle- 
men, this will not do, for Lam persuaded that nothing short of a 
Radical Reform, will overthrow the power of corruption, nothing 
short of a full and equal representation of the people, can stay 
the hand of tvranny, or break the yoke of oppression, and this, l 
contend will do it, and it is all that we, as reformers, have at pre- 


sent to dowith. Wheu the people are indeed represented, then 


lef them speak, and they will then be heard, let them then com- 


plain, aud as far as is within the compass of possibility, their 
grievances will then be redressed. Here then I take my stand, on’ 


the right of Britons to a full and equal representation, aad 1 will not 
be diverted from my station, by any lo-heres or lo-theres, for | 
consider it founded upon a rock, which rock is the basis ef all pub. 
lic liberty, and neither the wild schemes of the visionary, the 
Sublility of the sophist, nor the anathemas of the abettors of cor- 
ruption, shall ever be able to prevail against it. 

Mr. Mann, in seconding the motion, said :—Gentlemen, I have 
much pleasure in coming forward to second the address to Sir C. 
Wolseley, whose patriotic conduct and uniform exertions in the 
people’s cause, are deserving of the gratitude and esteem of every 
true friend to hiscountry. When a man, high in rank and pro- 
perty, comes fearlessiy forward to advocate the cause of the op- 
pressed, regardiess of the threats of contending: factions, and 


Joins heart and haud with the people in the sacred cause of liberty, 
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ve should be unworthy the name of Britons did we not congratu- 
late so distinguished a patriot on the termination of his incarceration, 
and on his safe return to the bosom of his family and friends. Sir 
C. Wolseley has proved himself the friend of the persecuted Re- 
formers; in 1819 he voluntarily and unsolicited flew to Manches- 
ter, to give bail for Mr. Hunt and the other persecuted Reformers 
ihere. He genervusly came forward to give bail for Messrs. John- 
son, Bagguley, and Drummond, at Chester; and at a moment's 
viutice, he went to give bail for Mr. Lewis, at Coventry. Imprisun- 
ment has not damped his ardour, nor diminished his exertions, in 
the cause of Radical Reform ; he has accepted the oflice of General 
Treasurer to the Great Northern Union of Radical Reformers, 
recommended by that illustrious champion of liberty, Mr. Hunt, 
an union which every true friend to Reform ought to encourage 
and support. The Reformers have too long been like a rope of 
sand, without Union or leader. Divide and conquer is the maxim 
of tyrants; let our motto be, ** Unite and be free.’ Conscious of 
the justice of our cause, aud animated by a sense of our duly to our 
country, let us place iu the House of Commons, those tried and 
able Radical Reformers who will prove themselves the asserters of 
vur rights. Then it may be said that we have come to close quar- 
ters with the Boroughmongers; let men of all religious persua- 
sions, sally round the standard of Reform, and join heart and 
hand in the sacred cause of liberty. 

The address having been read, 

Mr. J. Braysaaw then proposed the following address as an 
amendment, which after a very long discussiun was carried by 
majority :— 

TO SIR C. WOLSELFY, Bart. 


Stx,—We take the liberty of presenticg lo you our cougratu- 
lations on your return from a dreary confinement, to the enjoy - 
ments of domestic life, more particularly off account of your con- 
finement having been caused by your exertions in the cause of jus- 
tice and humanity. We detest flattery, and we look with a mixture 
of pity and contempt on those who attach importance to rank, 
fortune, or titles, and who tollow the popular character of the dav, 
in which they live without regard to the principles by which 
such a character may be actuated. In presenting to you our con- 
gratulations on your return from a dreary confinement to the en- 
joyments of domestic life, and in expressing yur admiration of 
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your conduct, we trust we shall not be guilty of those practices 
which we cordema in others, but we hope our commendations of 
yourself, will be such as may be used without degrading ourselves 
to the characler of sycophants. : 

When we contemplate the situation in which you are placed, 
and consider that you are yourself possessed of rank, title and for- 
tune; and that you may justly be considered as being placed be- 
yond the reach of those privations and miseries which afflict so 
large.a portion of your countrymen, we cannot sufficiently admire 
the benevolence which has marked your conduct, in exposing your- 
self to danger by advocating the rights of those who have_hi- 
therto been kept in slavery by the artifices of men in power. We 
feel satisfied, that your conduct in this respect, could only arise 


from a pure desire to elevate man to his native dignity, by the: 


establishment of a system of purerepresentative government, under 
which all should enjoy equal liberty and protection. 

That men who daily feel the iron hand of oppression, men whose 
lives have been embittered by political and religious slavery, and 
whose every hope has been blasted by a degrading system,-- should 
be’ desirous to reform abuses, and tv obtain for themselves a voice 
in the choice of those who exercise authority in making, or execut- 
mz, laws, by which their liberty, their property, and their lives 
are affected, is naturally to be expected. To such, the motives 
are sufliciently strong to induce thei to action; but on you, in 
the station in which you are placed, thesc motives can have little 
effect. The only selfish motive which can actuate your mind, must 
be the anticipation of the pleasure of having been instrumental in 
establishing justice, and promoting the moral elevation of man. 
A purer motive cannot actuate the breast of any human being. We 
feel satisfied, that, in advocating a pure system of representative 
government, thereby showing the dignity of mau, and endeavour- 
ing to place him in his proper rank in creation, you will enjoy a 
degree of satisfaction in your owu mind, of which oppression can- 
not deprive you. i a 

With the most ardent wishes for your health and happiness, and 
for the accomplishment of the political salvation of our country, 
we remain the sincere admirers of your past conduct. 


A number of resolutions were then agreed to, which recom- 
mended a cordial co-operation with the Great Northern Uniou. 
The thanks of the meeting were given to Mr, Hunt, Major Cart- 


wright, Mr. Wooler, Mr. Cobbett, Mr. Carlile, Mr. Knight, Mr. . 


Harrison, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Edmonds, Mr. Maddocks, and all other 
brave patriots who are now suffering in the glorious cause of 


libertv. Thanks were also given to the Chairman, who returned 
thanks, and the meeting dispersed. 
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